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June in Review 
June was a very busy month for the youth group. We started the 

month off with our Graduate Recognition Service.  What a great 

day to celebrate Ali, Kathryn, Maddie, Madelyn, and Noah! Thank 

you so much to all who made food and helped decorate, set up, 

serve, and clean up for the luncheon.  It was a wonderful day to 

celebrate our seniors! 

We spent our Wednesday evenings in June doing service pro-

jects at church and around the community.  We decorated rocks 

and left them in conspicuous places around the community to of-

fer encouragement to those who found the rocks. Some of our  

church projects included washing the church van and weeding 

the flowerbeds.  We also visited Saunders Assisted Living Facility 

in Gloucester for game night.  Please pray for the students and 

adults who will be in Philadelphia at FUGE July 17-22.  Pray God 

will work in a mighty way in the lives of our young people.  

Upcoming Calendar of Events 

July 5th-Putt-Putt at Bethpage 

Campground  

July 17th-22nd-FUGE 

August 2nd-Wipe Out Church 

Event 

August 9th-Youth Group 6:30-

7:30 

August 12th--Summer Splash 

Party at Bill and Cathy Nelson’s 

(2:00) 

“But be sure to fear the Lord and serve him faithfully with all your heart; 

consider what great things he has done for you.”     -1 Samuel 12:24 

Photos from June Activities. 

Grads: Ali Haynes, Madelyn Johnson, Noah 

Ethington, Kathryn Bray & Maddie Brown 

Youth group after washing church bus. 

  I was looking up quotes about 

Christianity from the founding 

fathers of our nation. I like this 

quote attributed to George 

Washington. “It is impossible to 

rightly govern a nation without 

God and the Bible.” As I studied 

further, I found there is a great 

debate on whether or not George 

Washington ever said this.   

Writers were getting downright 

angry about it. One atheist writer 

slammed all conservative Chris-

tians for using this quote. So, I 

will not use this unconfirmed 

quote from George Washington, 

but I will quote the first few 

lines from his Thanksgiving 

Proclamation on October, 3 

1789. “It is the duty of all na-

tions to acknowledge the provi-

dence of Almighty God, to obey 

His will, to be grateful for His 

benefits, and humbly to implore 

His protection and favor…” I 

could be wrong, but it still 

sounds as if George Washington 

was saying that our nation 

should be “governed” by God’s 

Word. I believe the truth is that 

our nation should be governed 

  

SPECIAL DATES 

 2nd Baptism 

 4th Independence 

Day/Fireworks 

@MHS 

 17th-22nd FUGE 

 18th Blood Drive 

 19th Business 

Meeting 

 24th-28th VBS 

  

 

“The Lighthouse”    
Mathews Baptist Church Org. 1776 

Mathews Baptist Church 
P.O. Box 8 

Hudgins, VA 23076 

Return Services Requested 

by the Word of God, 

whether George Washing-

ton said it or not. The Bible 

says,  

The Lord brings the 

counsel of the nations to 

nothing; 

He makes the plans of the 

peoples of no effect. 

The counsel of the Lord 

stands forever, 

The plans of His heart to 

all generations. 

Blessed is the nation 

whose God is the Lord. 

 Psalm 33:10-12 

 To be a great nation again, 

I believe we need to seek 

the Lord and His will. 

  

 Faithfully yours, 

   Pastor Brian 
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   Summertime and the livin' is easy or so they say.  Time 

to lay back and relax. If you are traveling, I would appre-

ciate it if you would bring back a bulletin from the church 

you attend.  I am always interested in what others are 

doing in the United States.   

   The choral ensemble for the traditional service will be 

taking their 6 week summer break; be back the end of 

August. It is tradition to have guests for the meditation 

each Sunday. There is room for a few more. If you, or 

someone you know is musically talented and would like 

to worship through music, let me know.  We would be 

happy to have you. 
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Notes from the Music Staff 
      Being involved in worship music is a wonderful way to gain 

experience and skills in front of people.  If you are younger and 

planning a career with people, this is a great opportunity. All my 

life I have been in front of people, through speaking or music, 

and it was hard at first.  But the opportunity came up in school 

where I could accompany the choir and soloists, be a soloist/

ensembles myself, and went out for speech.  My church also 

needed an accompanist for three services on the week-end (small 

town, not many musicians there), so I volunteered for five years, 

beginning in 8th grade. They just had an organ up in the choir 

loft. At that time, congregational singing was just beginning so I 

had to lead (loudly) from up in the choir loft while playing. 

Nervous? You bet! Afraid of making mistakes? You bet! But I 

did it for the experience. It also opened up opportunities to play 

for weddings, official services, and even organizing a children's 

choir and Christian musicals. I took every opportunity I could so 

that I would be prepared for my career of teaching and being on 

stage. So, if you are hesitant, give me a call and I will help you in 

whatever way. The benefits of worship through music are multi-

ple! 

   There also is the opportunity to sing with the interdenomina-

tional (all churches) music group at the nursing home every 

Tuesday at 10:30 - 11:30 a.m. It's fun and rewarding! 

   We would like to thank Kathy Bly for singing with me in 

June. She sang in thanks for her husband Joe's recovery from 

cancer and bone marrow transplant. As of June 25th, he is off of 

in-house quarantine, 101 days.  He is the Joe Bly your prayers 

have been for. We would also like to thank our audio-visual team 

who are in the choir loft every Sunday; one doesn't ever see them 

but if the system fails, we hear the results! We musicians sound 

good because of them. Without them, you would not hear us. So 

if you are interested, here is another opportunity to gain valuable 

experience at both services, through the audio-visual team. 

   So summer is here.  Sit back, relax and enjoy summer worship 

with us.  Make a joyful noise, 

 

Janet Bowman, Music Director 

(pictured on left) Our men building a ramp at the home of 

Ray & Debbie Harris. 

June 21st: “We want to thank all who came to build the 

ramp for mother (Joyce Downs) and Ray. It has really 

helped everyone. God bless each of you who made it pos-

sible for us to have the ramp for our family. 

  I would like to ask for prayer for Ray as he heads back to 

his doctor next week. The swelling has come back on his 

leg and we will find out next week if they have to operate 

again. 

  Thanks again!         Ray & Debbie Harris 

MISSION OPPORTUNITIES               
for our church family 

We are continuing our Standing Rock Reservation 

project: tennis shoes for children/teens, underwear 

(boxers for boys; designs for girls(no white), & no

-show, colored socks for children/teens). 

July/August project is collecting school supplies 

for our local Social Services for our Christmas in 

August program. 

Skeins of yarn are needed for knitters/crocheters in 

a local inter-church needlework project for CHKD

(children) & Gloucester Medical(adult) cancer 

units.  They need unused yarn for hats, lap robes, 

school kits, baby items.  Please check your home, 

garage sales & thrift stores for unused yarn 

(except rug yarn).  Look for donation baskets in 

the foyer & welcome area. 

Our annual Christmas in August program will be 

August 23, at 5:45 at MBC.  It’s a covered dish/

dessert meal with meat & drinks provided.  The 

program will be presented by the FUGE Youth 

and Abbie Kramer who will discuss their mission 

trip experiences. Judy Lowe will share the mis-

sionary names and the children will put their 

names on the Christmas tree. 

Everyone is welcome at this special event.  Come 

enjoy the delicious food, have fun, & enjoy the 

program. 

Please pray for… 

 Our youth & adults going to 

Philadephia for FUGE this 

month. 

 Our military men & women 

who serve to preserve our 

freedoms. 

 Our VBS 

Praise God for… 

 Our nation and the freedoms we enjoy. 

Nursing Home/Assisted Living… 

 Martha Hall, (Mathews); Betty Lewis 

(Mizpah); Cathy Liggins (Walter Reed) 

Long Term Illness/condition… 

 Frances Dickert  Raymond Owens 

 Gloria Travenski  Bert Miller 

 Pat McBurney Bob & Ruthie Hyde 

 Ed Haufler  Julie Harvell 

 David Marshall  Nellie Mae Owens 

 Cathie Wahlers  Barbara Buchanah 

 Derek Zwiers  Debbie Buchanah 

 Ron Mallon  Pauline Barrick 

 Holly Hanscom 

Our Church Families’ Missionaries… 

 Susan & Mike Mangerchine  

 Samuel & Lauren Lunsford  

 Abbie Kramer (MFUGE staffer, 

Ridgecrest, NC) 

Congratulations to… 

 Samuel & Lauren Lunsford on the 

birth of their daughter Grace Victoria 

Lunsford on June 19, weighing 8 lbs., 

9 oz., 20.25 inches.  

 Nancy Higginbotham on the birth of 

her great-grandson James Maverick 

Hurst on Tues., June 20, weighing 7 

lbs. 9 oz., 19.5 inches. 

Church Attendance-June 2017 
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Tues., July 18 
2-7 p.m. 

at 
Piankatank 

Ruritan 
Club 

 

Please help 
prevent a  
summer  

shortage and 
save a life.  

Coming in August 
 

2nd: “Wipe Out” 

21st: Church Picnic/

Pool Party @MYC 

23rd: Christmas in 

August event 

26th: “No Walls” 

event 

29th: Choir resumes 

 

Wednesday, 

July 19, 2017 

6:30 p.m. 

DATE   8:30   9:45    11:00 

05/28/17            102  30 

06/04/17        127     122  34 

06/11/17 101     104  28 

06/18/17   95     116  27 

06/25/17 110     109  23 

VACATION BIBLE 
SCHOOL 

Mon, July 24 - Fri, July 28, 5-8 pm ( 
Ages PreK-6th Grade 

Dinner included 

Have a Blessed Day,   

          Tee Mallon, WMU Director 


