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The First 
song I 
learned 
as a 
child 
was, 
“Jesus 
Loves 

Me.” My mom would often 
sing it to me and with me. 
The first song I sang in 
front of the church was, 
“Jesus Loves Me.”  The 
first song my children 
learned was, “Jesus Loves 
Me.” Bonnie and I would 
sing it to Abbie, Calvin and 
Claire to help them go to 
sleep or to comfort them 
when upset. I remember we 
sang, “Jesus Loves Me,” in 
the worship service once 
and Abbie started crying 
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Special Dates 

 2nd Groundhog 
Day 

 3rd Youth Super 
Bowl Party 

 5th BloodDrive 

 11th –17th Focus on 
Missions’ Week 

 14th Valentine’s 
Day 

 16th “Hope Out 
Loud” with Jen 
Barrick 

 16th WMU Chil-
dren’s Mission 
Day @Hermitage 

 18th Presidents’ 
Day 

 24th Winter Jam 
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and saying, “I am not 
tired.”  On the Eastern 
Shore, we had a Sunday 
school class at the nursing 
home. Whenever we sang 
“Jesus Loves Me,” all the 
residents joined in louder 
than any other hymn. “Jesus 
Loves Me” is the first hymn 
many missionaries teach to 
the indigenous people 
groups they work with. It is 
such a simple, childlike 
song, but it has the most 
powerful message. “Jesus 
loves me, this I know, for 
the Bible tells me so.” 
Based on one of the sim-
plest verses in the Bible, 
John 3:16. “For God so 
loved the world that He 
gave His only begotten Son, 
that whoever believes in 

Him should not perish but 
have everlasting life.” One 
of the greatest modern theo-
logians, Karl Barth (1886-
1968), was speaking at Un-
ion Theological Seminary 
in Richmond, Virginia 
1962. After his lecture, he 
had a question and answer 
time. A student from the 
seminary asked Barth if he 
could summarize his whole 
life’s work in theology in 
one sentence. Barth re-
sponded, “Yes, I can. In the 
words of a song I learned at 
my mother’s knee: “Jesus 
loves me, this I know, for 
the Bible tells me so.” May-
be we should sing that song 
a little more often. 
 
 Faithfully,  
 Pastor Brian 
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Date     9:00  10:00  11:00 
01/06/19       143              28 
01/13/19         80      86    18 
01/20/19       101    108    21 
01/27/19         97    122    27     

Tuesday, Feb. 5  

2-7 PM 

Piankatank  

Ruritan Club. 

This drive is being 

sponsored by  

Central United 

Methodist Church. 

Please come out 

and help save a 

life! 

     
February is 
the month 
of caring - 
Valentines 
to all those 
who help to 
make our  
worship 
services so 
wonderful:   

audio, musicians, computer, sound board, 
flowers, communion, ushers, deacons, secre-
tary, Josh Stearns (substitute worship leader), 
our Reverend Kramer, and most of all - you, 
our congregation.  If you know of anyone 
else, please let them know how we value 
them.   
     Our Praise Band and Choral Ensemble are 
now preparing for this year's next special 
Easter season.  We always welcome those 
musicians who would like to join us.  Also, 
special music guests are needed for the tradi-
tional service.  If you are interested, please 
contact me. 
     The children in the Wednesday night mu-
sic activities are working with puppets 
and handbells.  They are preparing for a mini
-concert after a meal in April.   
     Although summer camps seem far away, 
the Virginia Baptist Association’s Music 
and Worship Arts’ Camp are already accept-

ing registrations.  This camp is for children 
and youth who have completed grades 4-9, with 
a special track for those who have completed 
grades 10-12.  Camp internship positions are 
also available for college students.  This is a 
wonderful opportunity for older children that are 
considering any church field of music and/or 
worship.  It is July 15-19.  Flyers with registra-
tion, etc. information are available on the foyer 
table. 
     Happy Valentines to all! 
 
  Janet Bowman, Music Director 

 Notes from the Music Staff 

Contribution 

statements for 

2018 have been 

completed and are 

either in your 

classrooms,    

foyers or have 

been mailed. If 

you did not re-

ceive one or have 

questions, please 

call Peggy Foster 

at 804-725-5812. 

Church Attendance-Jan. 2019 February is our “Focus on WMU” 

month. Our WMU group will be 

singing in the choir this month. 

Due to the heavy rain on Thurs., Jan. 

24, the soup for the shut-ins was 

postponed to sometime in February. 

The Mid-Tidewater WMU Executive Meeting was held on 

January 26, 2019, at Janice Richardson’s (WMU Director for 

Mid-Tidewater) home.   

The MTBA has an Intercessory Prayer Action Group that was 

started in 2017 in accordance with the command in Ephesians 

6:18, “Praying at all times in the Spirit, with all prayer and 

supplication. To that end keep alert with all perseverance, 

making supplication for all saints.”  MTBA churches captured 

the idea of hosting the Intercessory Prayer Group and filled 

the schedule for 2017, thus making a divine appointment to be 

called to prayer.  Host churches were lifted in prayer as well 

as a sister church.  All MTBA churches, Pastors, Interim Pas-

tors and their families were prayed for at each meeting.  We 

were blessed as we prayed, worshipped and spent time alone 

with the Lord.  The action group welcomes all to come and 

pray each month as we move throughout the Association 

churches serving Mid-Tidewater through the power of prayer.  

The next meeting of the Intercessory Prayer Action Group 

will be held on February 11, 2019.  The host church will be 

announced later, so keep watch if you plan to attend.  It will 

be put in the weekly bulletin here at church.  For further infor-

mation, call Tee Mallon at 725-4919. 

    Tee Mallon, WMU Director 
 

Please pray for...  
 Barbara Buchanan who returned 
home near the end of January. 
 Keith Bradbury recovering from 
back surgery. 
 Rick Andrews whose business 
suffered loss in a fire. 
 Our Women’s Missionary Union  

 Our nation and its leaders 
 Leonard Downs, Jr. in the hospital. 
Praise God for… 
 Ellen Parkin who came forward to join our fel-

lowship and will be baptized at a date TBD. 
Nursing Home/Assisted Living…. 
 Martha Hall (Mathews) 
Homebound: 
 Ed Haufler   Bert Miller   Lois & Buster 

Hudgins   Julie Harvell 
Long Term Illness/condition… 
 Debbie Smith Gloria Travenski 
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Coming in March: 
 
3-10th: Week of 
Prayer-North 
Amer. Missions 

10th: Daylight Sav-
ing Time Begins 

8-10th: Sr. High 
Weekend @Eagle 
Eyrie  

17th: St. Patrick’s 
Day  

20th: Spring Begins 

31st: MTBA Spring 
meeting 
@Gwynn’s Island 
Baptist Church 

 David Marshall Archie Owens 
 Jim Travenski Henry Pomfrey 
 Bob/Ruthie Hyde  Louise Diggs 
 Kathy Diggs Cathie Wahlers 
 Derek Zwiers  
Our Church Families’ Missionaries… 
 Susan/Mike Mangerchine (Navigators-

New Orleans) 
 Jennie Diggs (Nome, Alaska) 
Our love and sympathy goes out to… 
 Lynn DeLoatch and the family and friends 

of her husband Billy DeLoatch who 
passed away on Fri., Jan. 25, 2019. 

MAILING ADDRESS CHANGES: 
Joy Bowden 
156 Queen’s Creek Road 
Hallieford, VA 23068 

Looking for a way to serve God? 

What better way than by serving as Sunday School 

Director? You’ll be helping provide His children 

with the necessary tools to get to know Him on a 

more personal level.  

Plus you’ll be helping people make connections with 

other Christians and strengthen their spiritual walk. 

This is a leadership position with lots of potential. 

It’s just waiting for someone to step out in faith! 

Be bold! 

 

If God has been speaking to you and you think this 

just might be the ministry He wants you involved in,  

then give Patsy Brooks a call (695-4646) to talk 

about this amazing opportunity or call the church  

office.  


