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Special Dates 

1st Breakfast in Bethle-
hem 

2nd–1st Sun.-Advent 

4th Blood Drive 

2nd-9th Wk of Prayer—
International Missions 

5th Family meal/
children’s Xmas Program 

8th Parade 

8th 7:30 pm Courthouse 
Community Orchestra 

9th  2nd Sun.-Advent 

16th Deadline for hy-
giene bag supplies 

16th-3rd Sun.-Advent 

21st Middle School 
Christmas Caroling 

24th Christmas Eve 
Service 

25th Christmas Day 

31st New Year’s Eve 
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I always found it 

sad that Jesus was 

born in a barn, but 

at least He came 

from a “stable” en-

vironment. (Sorry!) 

It is sad that the 

night of Jesus birth 

there was no room 

for Him in the inns, or boarding houses or 

among family in Bethlehem (Luke 2:7). 

Right after His birth, the family had to 

escape their home and run for their lives 

to Egypt (Matthew 2:13). It seems that 

Jesus was often looking for a place to re-

side. Jesus claimed that He had no home. 

“Foxes have holes and birds of the air 

have nests, but the Son of Man has no-

where to lay His head.” (Luke 9:58) May-

be the reason Jesus had no home on earth 

is because He wants to make a home in 

your heart. Paul writes that Jesus’ purpose 

is, “that Christ may dwell in your hearts 

through faith” (Ephesians 3:17). Does the 

Son of God reside in your heart? If not, 

why not accept the greatest gift of Christ-

mas into your heart this year, Jesus? 

   
  Faithfully yours, 
  Pastor Brian 



 Notes from the Music Staff 

  7 pm 
    Candlelight 
    Christmas Eve   
    Service in   
      sanctuary 
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Want a way to 
show love to 
your MBC fami-
ly and to God’s 
children through-
out the world? 
Send your MBC 
family’s Christ-
mas cards 
through our 
MBC Christmas 
mailbox and en-
hance your Lot-
tie Moon Christ-
mas Offering gift 
with the money 
you save in card 
postage. Mail-
boxes are located 
in foyers of sanc-
tuary and multi-
purpose building. 

A blessed Christmas to 
all!  As the years go by, 
there is less and less we 
'want' for Christmas. 
This year we can't think 
of anything material so 
is it still Christmas?  We 
are so blessed with 
healthy families, 
friends, plenty of time 
to enjoy our hobbies 
and the 'to do' list never 
ends!  We are so fortu-

nate to have everything we can think of.  I am 
thankful I still have the music ability to participate 
through singing, playing instruments and being 
with other musical family and friends.   
     We are blessed to have children that want to 
be in a Christmas play.  This year, on Wednesday, 
December 5th, ten children, ages three through 
5th grade, are presenting, "The Angel Choir.” 
There will also be a meal, Christmas carols, and 
the ultimate event of the evening, singing "Happy 
Birthday" to Jesus.  It all begins at 6 p.m. and we 
hope y'all can make it.  Reservations are  not re-
quired but would be very helpful.   
     We also are blessed to have a traditional choral 
ensemble.  There is still time for you to join us 
in singing for the Christmas Eve service.  We prac-
tice on Tuesdays at 6:30 p.m.  I am so proud 
of our ensemble - we can now sing 4 part harmo-
ny.  We do make pretty music. 
     And the Praise Band is expanding with new 

instrumentalists and vocalists.  They are also plan-
ning special Christmas music for the worship ser-
vices. 
     The Courthouse Community Orchestra, com-
posed of area members, will be in concert at our 
church on Saturday, December 8th at 7:30 p.m. 
Our church offers a beautiful Christmas setting 
for this event.  I do hope you can come for a relax-
ing evening during this rush season. 
      On Friday, December 21st, the children will be 
picked up at school at 1 p.m. and travel in the 
church bus to sing carols with the homebound 
from our church.  Then they will finish the after-
noon with a stop at Chick-Fil-A.  We always have 
such fun and the recipients love having the 
children, complete with cookies. 
      The ultimate blessed event is the Christmas 
Eve service, "Lessons and Carols," complete with 
the beautiful meditative silence created by the 
congregation of candles. The service begins at 7 
p.m. 
       The last worship service of the Christmas 
month is filled with Christmas caroling so prepare 
to sing your heart out. 
       Actually the Christmas season ends on January 
3rd (the coming of the Three Kings) and January 
6th (the 12th day of Christmas). 
      So gift yourselves and others by attending 
these blessed musical events within our own 
church. 
  Janet Bowman 
  Music Director  

A Chrismon tree is 

an evergreen tree of-

ten found in the chan-

cel of a church during 

the Christmas season. 

It was first used by 

North Ameri-

can Lutherans in 1957 

and the ornaments were developed by Frances 

Spencer of Danville, VA. She felt the traditional 

bright ornaments were not appropriate for a wor-

ship service and instead chose to use ancient 

signs and symbols for Christ and early Christians 

as well as others that related to Jesus’ life, minis-

try and teachings (such as a crown, fish, Celtic 

cross, Jerusalem cross, etc. See list & and the 

meaning of each in vestibule.). The evergreen tree 

itself "symbolizes the eternal life Jesus Christ 

provides". The Chrismon tree differs from a tradi-

tional tree in that it is decorated only with clear 

lights and the ornaments are made from white 

(symbolic of Christ’s majesty & glory), silver and 

gold materials. "Because many symbols of the 

Chrismon tree direct our attention to the nature 

and ultimate work of Christ, they can be helpful 

in calling attention to Advent themes." 1 

Our Chrismon ornaments were made by the ladies 

of Mathews Baptist a number of years ago and 

continue to remind us of our Savior. 

1Stookey, Laurence Hull (1 December 

2011). Calendar: Christ's Time for the Church. Ab-

ingdon Press. p. 107.  

emphasis, videos are being shown 

at both morning worship services 

the first three Sundays in Decem-

ber. 

A total of 57 “Operation Christ-

mas Child” shoeboxes were deliv-

ered to Newington Baptist 

Church.  Thank you to all who 

participated in this annual project.  

They will be much appreciated by 

the children who receive them. 

               Tee Mallon,,    

     WMU Director 

HAPPY HOLIDAYS & MERRY 

CHRISTMAS! 

Our WMU mission group had a 

very informative meeting on   

November 13 at Mathews Baptist 

Church.  Ron Mallon presented 

the program on the Lottie Moon 

International Mission Study on 

refugees.   

Dana Brown, our WMU Associa-

tional Mission Study Leader, pre-

sented a talk on refugees at Spring 

Hill Baptist Church on Sunday, 

November 25, at 2 PM.  She had 

invited churches in the WMU 

Association to attend.  Her 

presentation was very informa-

tive. 

Our Mission Group put together 

54 fruit baskets that were deliv-

ered along with the “Meals on 

Wheels” for Thanksgiving Day. 

For the International Missions’ 

Mission News 

Please pray for… 
Our missionaries 
Families traveling over the 
holidays. 
All those still recovering 

from various disasters.  
Charles Miller recovering from surgery 
Jessie Frayser (David & Mona’s daugh-
ter) who will be leaving in January for an 
11 month mission trip (The World Race) 

Praise God for… 
His indescribable gift of Jesus and eter-
nal life through Him. 
Family and friends 
Nursing Home/Assisted Living… 
Martha Hall (Mathews) 
Homebound: Ed Haufler Bert Miller 
Lois & Buster Hudgins 
Long Term Illness/condition… 
Derek Zwiers  Gloria Travenski 
Julie Harvell  Billy DeLoatch 
Louise Diggs  Henry Pomfrey 
Bob/Ruthie Hyde (J. Lowe’s parents) 
David Marshall   Cathie Wahlers 
Our Church Families’ Missionaries… 
Mike & Susan Mangerchine (Navigators) 

Date    9:00  10:00  11:00 
11/04/18      100   107     30   
11/11/18      154   135     21 
11/18/18      121   106     16 
11/25/18      113   117     22 
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Remember to pick 
up your 2019   

offering envelopes 
in your classroom 

or entryway to 
worship. If there 
aren’t envelopes 
for you & you 

would like a box, 
call the church 

office. 

Church Attendance-Nov. 2018 

Jennie Diggs (Nome, Alaska) 
Congratulations to… 
Rick and Lorrie Andrews who were married 
on Sat., Oct. 6, 2018! 
David & Mona Frayser who came forward 
to join our fellowship on Nov. 11. 

 

Tues., Dec. 4 

2-7 PM 

Piankatank      

Ruritan Club 

Sponsored by 

Mathews Wom-

an’s Club & 

American Legion 

Please donate & 

help save a life! 

titles and subjects in our little 
library.  BUT, I have noticed that 
"SOME" of the books have the 
top corner turned down, or had 
been turned down.  PLEASE DO 
NOT DO THAT! Use a bookmark 
instead. I have procured some 
for use, and they are in a cup 
on the little desk by the door, 
WHEN YOU SIGN THE BOOK, 
take one, use it, and return it if 
you care to, or keep it as a to-
ken of appreciation from your 
"Friendly Librarian."  There is 
also a small selection of the 
"Biblical Archaeology Review" 
on one of the shelves.  Please 
return these so others may en-
joy them.  Also, coming soon, is 
a subscription to "Christian His-
tory," a magazine all about our 
Christian History and how we 
came about. It was not without 
its ups and downs. I hope you 
had a nice Thanksgiving Day, 
and wish you all a Happy 
Christmas and remember, "a 
good book makes a nice pre-
sent!" 
 
        Your Librarian, Ron Mallon 

From your Friendly Librarian!   
Our church is very fortunate to 
have a library.  Many churches 
do not have one.  It is an "On 
your Honor" library, which 
means, if you desire to check out 
a book from the library, all you 
need to do is write your name, 
title of the book, and the date in 
the blue book on the little desk 
by the side door.  When you 
return the book, just note the 
return date in the same book. 
That's it. We have many authors, 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lutheran

