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December in Review 
 
The youth group was extremely busy in December. We packed the month with 

some amazing service projects, and we had a ton of fun, too!  We kicked the 

month off helping with Breakfast in Bethlehem.  The kids had a great time making 

Christmas cookies, setting up, and helping with this spectacular community 

event.  

 On the evening of Dec. 20th, we split up and sent students to the G.U.E.S.T. 

homeless shelter to serve dinner and to the Laurel Shelter. It’s not always easy to 

step out of your comfort zone and reach out to help those less fortunate, but what 

a blessing when you do!  We would like to extend a HUGE “thank you” to the 

church for the generous support of the congregation in the campaign to  “Sock it 

to Homelessness.”  The students were able to give very nice gifts to the home-

less shelter and the Laurel Shelter because of your contributions.  They wrote 

Christmas cards with encouraging scriptures and make pretty packages out of 

the Christmas-filled socks.  It was great to see people in the shelter light up at the 

sight of the gift.  The students truly are role models for all of us as they work to be 

the hands and feet of Christ.  

The students always put their whole heart into all they do. They work hard and 

play hard, which you can tell from the pictures below!  Regardless of what they 

are doing, they always have a great time!  Please continue to keep these stu-

dents in your prayers as they seek to follow God’s will for their lives.  

January  Calendar of Events 

January 8th-Coffee and Muffin  

   Bar to offset FUGE costs 

January 14th-Youth to serve  

   lunch at the G.U.E.S.T. Day  

   Shelter 

January 29th-Churchwide Dinner 

   and BOOM service led by MBC 

   youth.   

 

*Other activities will be planned based on 

the availability of the youth and service 

project opportunities. 

And do not forget to do good and to share 
with others, for with such sacrifices God is 
pleased.                                    
  ~Hebrews 13:16 

Photos from December Youth Activities 

                    

At the beginning of each New 

Year millions of people make 

New Year’s Resolutions, only 

to be broken a few weeks 

later. I want to tell you how to 

keep your New Year’s Reso-

lutions this year. I hope to do 

the same. The top five New 

Year’s Resolutions are: 

 

1.  Enjoy life to the fullest. 

2.  Live a healthier lifestyle. 

3.  Lose weight. 

4.  Spend more time with 

family and friends. 

5.  Save more, spend less. 

 

1) If we are looking to enjoy 

life to the fullest, we will 

find it in no other place 

than in Christ. Jesus Him-

self said, “I have come 

that they may have life, 

and have it to the 

full.” (John 10:10 NIV) 

Who knows more about 

fulfillment in life than the 

creator of life? 

 

2)Maybe Physical exercise 

isn’t the key, but godliness. 

“Paul wrote, Physical exer-

cise has some value, but 

spiritual exercise is valu-

able in every way, because 

it promises life both for the 

present and for the fu-

ture.” (1 Timothy 4:8 GNT) 

When we treat our bodies as 

the “temple of God,” (1 
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 18th Men’s Chili 

Cookoff & 

Business Mtg. 
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Cor. 3:16, 6:19, 2 Cor. 6:16) 

we will eat better, exercise 

more often and cut out the 

unhealthy habits. God is 

strong when we are weak. 

 

3)Many want to lose weight, I 

am surprised it is not num-

ber one. I refer you back to 

the scripture above for a 

healthier life style. But, I 

am reminded of what the 

writer of Hebrews said, 

“Therefore, since we also 

have such a large cloud of 

witnesses surrounding us, 

let us lay aside every weight 

and the sin that so easily 

ensnares us. Let us run with 

endurance the race that lies 

before us, keeping our eyes 

on Jesus.” (Hebrews 12:1-2  

                 (msg. cont. on p. 3) 
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Hope - that is the theme for the 

New Year.  In retrospect, we've 

had an extraordinary music year as 

week by week there were unex-

pected changes among us musi-

cians due to 'body repairs!'.  One 

did not see the same 'mix' of musi-

cians every Sunday.   

Yes, it was interesting, challenging 

and definitely memorable!  Sounds 

so discouraging, but no!  Mathews 

Baptist has been blessed with ex-

traordinary musicians who greet 

every challenge with optimism - 

more than not, the end result was 

not as planned, but it was exciting 

and beautiful, and yes, we learned 

a lot about what we are capable 

of.  I want to thank each and every 

person who participated musically 

in the music worship services, from 

small child to our eldest member. 

You have warmed our hearts! 

Hope is for the coming year.  One 

major challenge we face is not hav-

Your 2017 Offering 
Envelopes are in 

either your Sunday 
School Classroom, 

office or church 
foyer ready to be 

picked up.  
 

If there isn’t a box 
with your name on 
it & you would like 

one, please contact 
the church office. 

 
REMEMBER, 

faithfully using your 
envelopes helps 

the counting 
committee and 

financial secretary 
keep more accurate 

records. 
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CentriKid 
 

   CentriKid is an overnight camp 

for 3rd–6th graders to experience 

the time of their lives and learn 

more about the message of Jesus 

Christ! From the future sports 

star, to the young scientist, to the 

rising chef, every kid gets to par-

ticipate in exciting activities of 

their choice. Campers will take 

part in Bible study, recreation, track times, and wor-

ship. This year’s theme is, “Adventure Awaits: Follow 

the One, True Light!” The key verse will be John 8:12, 

“Then Jesus spoke to them again: ‘I am the light of the 

world. Anyone who follows me will never walk in the 

darkness but will have the light of life.” We will learn 

why Jesus is the one, true light. 
 

CentriKid will be at Eagle Eyrie in Lynchburg, VA, 

June 26-30. The cost will be $200. To reserve your 

spot, pay your $50 (check payable to Mathews Baptist 

Church) deposit by February 1st.  If you have any ques-

tions, see Pastor Brian.  

January Bible 

Study 
 

On Wednesday evenings, beginning Janu-

ary 4th, we will start our January Bible 

Study, Complacency Exposed: A Study of 

the Book of Malachi. Malachi ministered 

in perhaps the most difficult period of his 

nation’s history—a time of waiting for 

God’s promises to be fulfilled. Many peo-

ple doubted that God cared or would act on 

their behalf. They had grown indifferent 

toward God and unfaithful in their cove-

nant relationships with one another. To 

counter his people’s growing complacency 

and to call them to repentance and re-

newed faithfulness, Malachi used a series 

of searching questions, incredulous an-

swers, and clinching arguments. Many 

believers today have become apathetic and 

complacent in their walk with God also. 

God’s Word through Malachi continues to 

call His people to faithfulness and obedi-

ence in response to who God is and what 

He has done.  

ing enough participants so that 

we have more than a few to lead 

in unexpected circumstances. 

The adult choir, open to high 

school members on up, at times 

had two left to sing. We pres-

ently have seven members, with 

two out for yes, body re-

pairs.  When the balance is off, it 

is difficult for a volunteer choir 

to adjust at the last moment. The 

Praise Band has no substitutes 

for some of the instruments.  

When one or more is 'out', it is 

major adjustment time for both 

instrumentation and vocals.  So 

what is the solution? 

I know that we have many mem-

bers who are musically inclined 

which is God-given. Now is the 

time to give back.  So many 

times I have met people who say, 

"I wish I had....".  It doesn't mat-

ter the age, now is the time.  So 

many times I have met people 

who say, "I can't, I just don't 

have time, I don't want to".  Not 

in a musician's vocabulary. So 

let your heart follow that musical 

inclination and contact one of 

us.  We will do the rest.  No 

promises that it will be easy, no 

promises of instant gratification, 

but there is a promise that you 

will be fulfilled and filled with 

memorable moments - God's way, 

not yours!  I can promise that 

there is nothing, absolutely noth-

ing, that can replace the exultation 

of making music!  God's way, not 

yours!   

May the music you feel, become a 

glorious song to our Lord in the 

New Year!   

                   Janet Bowman 

                   Music Director  

ADDRESS CHGS.: 

 Brett & Nikki 

Pollard,      

P.O. Box 27 

Cobbs Creek, 

VA 23035 

 Ed Haufler      

672 Lillys 

Neck Rd.     

Moon, VA 

23119     

 Notes from the Music Staff 

Virginia Baptist 

Foundation schol-

arship applications 

due by January 31, 

2017. For more 

information, go to 

vbfinc.org/

scholarships.  

Please pray for… 

 Our youth minister search team. 

 Robin Thompson & Pauline 

Sears recovering from surgery 

 Troy Bray (back), Leonard Downs, Jr. 

(knee) 

 Praise God for… 

 A new year with new opportunities. 

Nursing Home/Assisted Living… 

 Martha Hall (Mathews); Betty Lewis 

(Dockside); Cathy Liggins (Glouc.) 

Long Term Illness/condition… 

 Frances Dickert  Gloria Travenski 

 Julie Harvell        David Marshall 

 Pat McBurney  Billy Bowden 

 Bob/Ruthie Hyde Raymond Owens 

 Bert Miller   Patsy Brooks 

 Derek Zwiers  Nellie Mae Owens 

 Robbie Whitehurst  Judy Lowe 

 Barbara Buchanan   Pauline Barrick 

 Ed Haufler  Holly Hanscom 

Our Church Families’ Missionaries… 
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Lottie Moon  

Offering 

$5,711.00 as of 

12/25. 

 Our goal was 

$6,000.  

Thank you to all 

who gave to help 

spread God’s 

Word through our 

international  

missionaries!! 

 Susan/Mike Mangerchine(Navigators) 

 Samuel/Lauren Lunsford (Togo, Africa) 

Congratulations to… 

• Patsy & Dickie Brooks on the arrival of 

their new grandson born Wed., Nov. 30, to 

Kelsey & Ben Moore. He weighed 8 lbs. 6 

oz. and is named Brooks Cartwright 

Moore. 

• Katie Peters and James Dresler who were 

married on Sat., Dec. 3, 2016. 

• Robbie Whitehurst and Tracy Salmons 

who were married here on Fri., Dec. 23, 

2016.  

• Dawn & Steve Miller on the arrival of their 

new granddaughter born on Christmas day 

to Janah & Aaron Stewart. She weighed 6 

lbs. 8 oz. & is named Wren Olivia Stewart. 

Our love and sympathy go out to… 

 Tommy & Lorna Eriksen, Debbie 

Lunsford, Erik Davis and all their family 

members at the passing of their loved one, 

Donald Eriksen on Thurs., Dec. 22, 2016. 

Mission News 

Dear Church     

Family,  

Thank you so 

much for the     

restaurant gift   

certificates for my 

Birthday. I can’t 

wait to use them. 

Thank you also for 

the cards, treats 

and gifts this 

Christmas. I     

appreciate your 

thoughtfulness. 

Thank you for 

your love, encour-

agement and 

prayers throughout 

this year and I will 

cherish it for the 

New Year also. 

May God bless 

you in 2017. 

          Love, 

          Pastor Brian 

 Date         8:30  9;45  11:00 

12/04/16                   87      104      32 
12/11/16                    106       122      34 
12/18/16                      92       114      31 
12/24/16  Christmas Eve Service— 120 
12/25/16  (10:00 service only - 32) 

Church Attendance-Dec. 2016 

Pastor’s msg. cont. from p. 1: 

 

  HCSB) For many, food helps in times of 

stress and provides comfort. This verse says 

to throw off all that is hindering us and fo-

cus on Jesus. He will alleviate stress and sin 

and provide comfort.  

 

4)A great place to spend time with family and 

friends is at Church. After all, it is called 

your “church family.” The writer of He-

brews reminds us, “Let us be concerned 

about one another in order to promote love 

and good works, not staying away from our 

worship meetings, as some habitually do, 

but encouraging each other, and all the 

more as you see the day drawing near. 

(Hebrews 10:24-25 HCSB) 

 

5)We worry about spending better and saving 

more. What if we truly trusted God with our 

finances? The Prophet Malachi relays this 

word from God, “Bring the whole tithe into 

the storehouse, that there may be food in 

my house. Test me in this,” says the Lord 

Almighty, “and see if I will not throw open 

the floodgates of heaven and pour out so 

much blessing that there will not be 

room enough to store it.” (Malachi 3:10 

NIV) God is saying when we trust Him 

with our finances, test Him in giving and 

tithe He will take care of our needs. 

    

   Faithfully, 

   Pastor Brian 

~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~ 


