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During October, the following progress has 
been made: 
 

 The addition between the kitchen and the pas-
tor’s office has been enclosed and shingles 
laid on the new roof. 

 The ceiling grid in the fellowship hall has 
been installed. 

 The sheetrock has been hung in the fellowship 
hall 

 One of the doorways for the pantry has been 
closed off and the other one widened.  

 The portico has been added to the new en-
tranceway and shingles laid on the new roof. 

 
As of 10/28/19, donations to the building fund 
total $55,895. 

Addition between kitchen and pastor’s office. 

View of kitchen from fellowship hall. 

Portico with double doors (new entranceway). 

Interior view of new entrance & fellowship hall.  
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  My favorite Christmas 
story is, “A Christmas 
Carol,” by Charles Dickins 
(you know, the story of the 
ghosts that visit Ebenezer 
Scrooge on Christmas 
Eve). I read it every 
Christmastime and have a 
collection of most of the 
movies about Scrooge. (I 
know it’s early for Christ-
mas, but just bear with 
me). One of my favorite 
Scrooge movies is, “A 
Muppet Christmas Carol.” 
Once Scrooge (Michael 
Caine) has transformed on 

Christmas day, he sings a 
song entitled. “Thankful 
Heart.” (See, I told you I 
would get there.) I like the 
lines from the song, “Yes, 
and every night will end 
and every day will start 
with a grateful prayer and a 
thankful heart.” We cele-
brate thankfulness each 
Thanksgiving. But what if 
we started each day and 
ended each night with a 
“grateful prayer and a 
thankful heart?” Wouldn’t 
that transform our attitudes 
in life? The Apostle Paul 
had that idea when he en-
couraged us to have an atti-
tude of “giving thanks al-
ways for all things to God 
the Father in the name of 

  

Special Dates 

 3rd Daylight   
Saving Time ends 

 5th Election Day 

 11th Veteran’s 
Day 

 16th Children’s 
bowling outing 

 20th Deadline for 
Operation   
Christmas Child 
Shoeboxes 

 28th Thanksgiving  

 30th Deadline for 
Mathews Co. 
Christmas Store 
donations 
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our Lord Jesus Christ.”   
(Ephesians 5:20) He also 
states, “In everything give 
thanks; for this is the will 
of God in Christ Jesus for 
you.” (1 Thessalonians 
5:18) We should start each 
day and end each night 
(and all day long) with 
“grateful prayer[s] and a 
thankful heart.” Start to-
day; don’t wait for Thanks-
giving!  
 Faithfully yours, 
 Pastor Brian 

Brian E. Kramer, Pastor  P.O. Box 8, 8284 Buckley Hall Rd., Hudgins, VA 
Email:  mathewsbaptist@live.com      Web:  www.mathewsbaptistchurch.com      Office: 804-725-3707 
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Dear Church Family, 

Thank you so much for the gift card 

for Pastor Appreciation. What a 

blessing it is to serve such a won-

derful and generous congregation. 

Thank you also for your love, en-

couragement, and prayers. I agree 

with the Psalmist in Psalm 122:1. “I 

was glad when they said to me, 

“Let us go into the house of the 

Lord.”” I can’t wait to be with my 

church family on Sundays and 

Wednesdays. Thanks again for your 

kindness.  

In His Love, 

Pastor Brian 

   November is the month we 
focus on thankfulness.  We 
are especially thankful that 
we are able to offer two 
worship services with varying 
styles of music.  With the holi-
days here, we are working on 
our special music for the 
Thanksgiving and Advent, 

 Notes from the Music Staff 
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    Date             9:00    10:00    11:00 
10/06/19    90        97         34 
10/13/19   92        95         26    
10/20/19                     78          
10/27/19       83        71         27 

Mathews County 

Christmas Store 

sponsored by the 

Dept. of Social 

Services. 

Donations due no 

later than Nov. 30. 

Monetary contribu-

tions with check 

payable to 

Mathews Dept. of 

Social Services 

(note “Christmas 

Store” in memo) or 

donate NEW toys, 

clothing, house-

hold items, jewel-

ry, cosmetics, etc. 

to their office dur-

ing normal busi-

ness hours. Direct 

questions to Berna-

dette La Casse at 

804-384-7740 or 

email her at  

bclacasse@gmail. 

com.  

Volunteers are 

needed to help too! 

Church Attendance-October 2019 

Christmas seasons.  If you 
enjoy singing, please join our 
choral ensemble (for tradition-
al service and Christmas Eve) 
on Tuesdays, 6:30 p.m. Every 
month we also feature a spe-
cial musical guest at the tradi-
tional service.  If you would 
like to be that special guest, 
just let me know!   
   There will be three family 
meals followed by activities in 
November.  For grades 1-5, 
there are musical activities 
(singing and handbells) along 
with Bible studies.   
   Remember to keep on sing-
ing those beautiful  worship 
songs. There is nothing like 
the sound of a congregation 
in joyous song.   
 

 Janet Bowman,  

 Music Director 

Contact the church 

office to order 

your poinsettia in 

honor or memory 

of a loved one. 

Cost: To be an-

nounced. Deadline 

to order—11/24. 

 

Give the Gift of The 
Christmas Code 

 
Let’s reach out to our community. 
Help everyone grow closer to the 
Lord this Advent season with 25 
insightful and meaningful devotions 
from The Christmas Code by best-
selling author O. S. Hawkins. Pick 
up a copy of The Christmas Code 
from Church for yourself and one to 
give away on Nov. 17 & 24, to a 
family, friend, neighbor or cowork-
er. 
 
In The Christmas Code, trace the 
birth of Jesus from its roots in the 
Old Testament to the ultimate gift of 
God: salvation. With a short reading 
each day leading up to Christmas, 
this devotional will be the perfect 
way to keep daily focus on the true 
meaning of Christmas. Each day 
includes a passage of Scripture, a 
devotional thought, a Code Word, 
and a prayer of reflection. 

Child shoeboxes are out 

and waiting to be filled.  

The deadline to return 

your filled shoebox to 

church is Wednesday, 

November 20th.  Many 

children around the 

world see the love of 

Christ in these boxes.  

For most, it is the    

ONLY thing they will 

receive for Christmas.  

Please make sure to fol-

low the guidelines in the 

brochure for the gifts 

you place in the shoe-

boxes.  Please don’t for-

get to include $9 to help 

with the shipping.  For 

more information about 

OCC go to https://

As we go into the month 

of November, our WMU 

Mission Project will be 

making and filling 

Thanksgiving Fruit bas-

kets to be delivered with 

Meals on Wheels on 

Thanksgiving Day. 

We continue to collect 

paper products and non-

perishable food items for 

our local Social Ser-

vices. We are also con-

tinuing to accept dona-

tions of yarn for the 

CHKD and Gloucester 

Adult Cancer Unit.   

Operation Christmas 

Mission News 

Please pray for… 
 Alyssa Smith recovering from 
gall bladder surgery. 
 Bob & Gerry Clark’s son Charlie 
having surgery. 

 Debi Downs’ mother Elizabeth Phillips 
recovering from surgery. 

Praise God for… 
 The beautiful fall season that is slowly 

arriving. 
 The many blessings He has given each of 

us this past year. 
 Antioch Baptist Church celebrating their 

150th anniversary on Nov. 3. 
 Cora Lewis who recently came forward to 

join our fellowship. 
Nursing Home/Assisted Living… 
 Martha Hall (Mathews); Barbara Buchan-

an (Heron Cove I) 
Homebound:  Ed Haufler , Ber t & 
Charles Miller, Lois Hudgins, Julie Harvell, 
Edward & Louise Diggs, Estelle Tankard, 
Pat Mantell 
Long Term Illness/condition… 
 Archie Owens  Gloria Travenski 
 Jim Travenski  Leonard Downs, Jr.  
 David Marshall  Ron Mallon 
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Coming in Dec.: 
1-8th: Week of 
prayer for Interna-
tional Missions & 
Lottie Moon Offer-
ing 
3rd: Blood Drive 
9th: Prayer Gather-
ing @Harmony 
Grove 
14th: Xmas Parade 
20th: Children go 
Christmas caroling 

24th: Candlelight 
Christmas Eve  
Service 

25th: Christmas Day 

31st: New Year’s 
Eve 

Empty boxes are 
available in the 
welcome area & 
entrances to wor-
ship. Please in-

clude $9 per box 
for shipping 

costs. 
 

Filled box can be 
left in the multi-
purpose building 
or welcome area. 

 
Deadline to 

bring filled box 

to church:  

Wednesday,  

November 20, 

2019 

 
 

 Ruthie Hyde   Patsy Brooks 
 Louise Diggs   Raymond Harris 
 Derek Zwiers    Don & Christy Talbott 
 Mary Simpson Carol Buckley (Delena 

 Nelson’s mom) 
Our Church Families’ Missionaries… 
 Susan/Mike Mangerchine (Navigators) 
 Jessie Frayser(WorldRace,Jan-Nov ‘19) 
Our love and sympathy go out to… 
 Josh & Mallory Schaible and their fami-

ly at the passing of Josh’s mother Robin 
Schaible on Sept. 27, 2019. 

 Cathie & Dan Wahlers and their family 
at the passing of Cathie’s father Henry 
Pomfrey on Oct. 6, 2019. 

 Tracy & Robbie Whitehurst and Dawn 
& Steve Miller and all their families at 
the passing of Tracy & Dawn’s mother 
Betty Hudgins on Oct. 15, 2019. 

 Wayne & Candy Sanford’s tragic loss 
of their granddaughter Kayla in an acci-
dent. 

Congratulations to… 
 Caroline Stewart (Larry & Alice’s 

daughter & Leon Owens’ granddaugh-
ter) and Ethan Emerson who were 
married on Oct. 12, 2019. 
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www.samaritanspurse.org/what-we

-do-/operation-christmas-child/ 

The next WMU Group meeting 

will be on Tuesday, November 12, 

at 1PM at Mathews Baptist 

Church. 

Thank you to everyone who gave 

to the Alma Hunt offering for Vir-

ginia Missions. We received 

$2,125 towards our goal of $3,000. 

 

        Tee Mallon 
               WMU Director 
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