
    On New Year’s Eve, it is 

a custom to sing the song, 

“Auld Lang Syne.”  The 

phrase, “Auld Lang Syne,” 

itself means “old long ago,” 

which can be translated as 

“days gone by” or “back in 

the day.”  The song looks 

back over happy days from 

the past. Like the song, 

many look longingly for the 

nostalgic days of the past. 

Many worry about the 

changes with the coming 

future.  

 

But Jesus calls us to look 

forward to the future when 

he said, “No one, having put 

his hand to the plow, and 

looking back, is fit for the 

kingdom of God.” (Luke 9:62 

NKJV)  Whether we had a 

good or bad past, God re-

minds us He is in charge of 

the future. “For I know the 

plans I have for you,” de-

clares the Lord, “plans to 

prosper you and not to harm 

you, plans to give you hope 

and a future.” (Jeremiah 

29:11 NIV) 

 

     As we head into 2018, we 

see all the time before us. We 
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see 12 months, 52 weeks, 

365 days, 8,760 hours, 

525,600 minutes, 31,536,000 

seconds. And all is a gift 

from God. What are we go-

ing to do with it? I suggest 

we dedicate to God. The 

Apostle Paul suggests, “And 

whatever you do in word or 

deed, do all in the name of 

the Lord Jesus, giving thanks 

to God the Father through 

Him.” (Colossians 3:17 

NKJV)  Remember the old 

phrasing “In the Year of our 

Lord” 2018. Let’s truly make 

2018 “the Year of Our 

Lord!” 

            

       Faithfully, 

       Pastor Brian 
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    Ring out the old, ring in the new… 

I am going to miss the old but am 

ready for the new. What a fun De-

cember: 6 children from our 

Wednesday night group sang for the 

annual Community Christmas Carol 

Sing-Along at Central UMC. Their 

picture was in the Gazette. They 

looked and sounded like angels. On 

December 13th, the Wednesday 

night group of children and 2 youth 

presented, “The Littlest Christmas 

Tree,” complete with a dinner, car-

ols, and celebration of Jesus’ birth-

day. What an exciting and enjoyable 

evening for over 100 people. The 

children also went Christmas carol-

ing to the homebound. We were all 

so appreciative of the joy they 

brought to those whose mobility has 

lessened. On the 16th, the Court-

house Orchestra (which includes 

members from several cities in the 

area) was welcomed with a full audi-

ence in the sanctuary. Everyone re-

marked on the beautiful ambiance 

the music lent to our churches’    

Victorian Christmas atmosphere…

especially Greensleeves with the 

strings and the flutes. The month 

Your 2018 
Offering 

Envelopes are in 
either your 

Sunday School 
Classroom, 

church office or 
foyer ready to be 

picked up.  
 

If there isn’t a box 
with your name 

on it & you would 
like one, please 

contact the 
church office. 

 
REMEMBER, 
faithfully using 
your envelopes 

helps the 
counting 

committee and 
financial secretary 

keep more 
accurate records. 
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CentriKid 
 

   CentriKid is an overnight camp for 3rd–6th graders 

to experience the time of their lives and learn more 

about the message of Jesus Christ! Campers will take 

part in Bible study, recreation, tract times, and wor-

ship. This year’s theme is, “Blueprint: God’s De-

sign.” We will learn about God’s design for us and 

who we are in Christ. We will also learn how we are 

His workmanship and how we are created in His im-

age. 
 

CentriKid camp will be at Eagle Eyrie in Lynchburg, 

VA, June 25-29. The cost will be $200. To reserve 

your spot, pay your $50 (check payable to Mathews 

Baptist Church) deposit by January 31st.  If you have 

any questions, see Pastor Brian.  

culminated in the beautiful, medi-

tative, celebratory Candlelight 

Service on Christmas Eve. 

   So we will welcome the New 

Year with a cold January outside 

but warmth inside abounding at 

Mathews Baptist. When the 

weather is cold, the tendency is to 

hunker down. It’s the perfect time 

of year to get out of the house and 

worship with us.  

   The worship musicians will be-

gin preparing for the Easter season 

(Sunday, April 1st, no kidding!). 

New choir members and instru-

mentalists are always welcome 

anytime. Wednesday activities for 

Bible Study, Youth and Children 

are resuming on January 10. We 

are still in need of a leader or 

helper for the children. It’s amaz-

ing what music will do for the 

soul—especially with others. 

   Ring out the old, ring in the 

new...come join us as your 

’something new’  and read the 

poem by Alfred Tennyson. It’s 

quite poignant for us.  

   Make a joyful noise all year 

round, 

                   Janet Bowman 

                   Music Director  

 Notes from the Music Staff 

Virginia Baptist 

Foundation schol-

arship applications 

due by January 31, 

2018. For more 

information, go to 

vbfinc.org/

scholarships.  

New Wed. Night Bible Study & Book 

Discussion: 

First Peter: Living as Strangers in a 

Secular World. This Bible study will be a 

source of encouragement to believers fac-

ing the increasing pressure of today’s 

world, reminding them that they are for-

eigners in a distant land and that one day 

they will gain the privileges of their heav-

enly citizenship. Led by Pastor Brian. 

Dance, Stand, Run: The God-Inspired 

Moves of a Woman on Holy Ground by 

Jess Connolly. 

A small group book discussion that will 

look at how this book is an invitation to 

the daughters of God to step into the 

movements of abundant life: dancing in 

grace, standing firm in holiness, and run-

ning on mission. The first session will be 

an intro and look at the prologue. Led by 

Leandra Doane. 

For those of you 

who do not know, 

our church has a 

very nice, small 

library. It is located 

across the hall from the church 

office in the Senior Men’s class-

room. Actually, the classroom is 

located in the library. But why 

split hairs? The library is “self-

serve,” and there is no member-

ship required, except the desire to 

read. We have a very nice selec-

tion of books of different genres, 

and the only thing requested is 

that you log out your selection in 

the blue book on the little table 

by the door, and log it back in 

when you have finished reading 

it. From time to time, I will re-

view either a book, or selection 

of books, or a type for your infor-

mation. We have new books for 

adults, young adults, youth and 

children. There is also a section 

for finance, health, (cont. p. 3) 

Please pray for… 

 Our nation. 

 Praise God for… 

 A new year of opportunities! 

 New members Gerald Lewis & Ronnie 

Callis 

Nursing Home/Assisted Living… 

 Barbara Buchanan (Glouc. House);    

Martha Hall (Mathews); Betty Lewis 

(Dockside) 

Homebound… 

 Ed Haufler, Bert Miller, Nellie Mae 

Owens 

Long Term Illness/condition… 

 Frances Dickert  Gloria Travenski 

 Julie Harvell           David Marshall 

 Pat McBurney  Sam Vogel 

 Bob/Ruthie Hyde    Raymond Owens 

 Kathy Diggs  Janice Vogel 

 Derek Zwiers  Holly Hanscom 

 Cathie Wahlers  Ed Inabinet 

Our Church Families’ Missionaries… 

 Susan/Mike Mangerchine(Navigators) 

 Jennie Diggs (Nome, Alaska:) 
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Lottie Moon  

Offering 

$8,845.00 as of 

12/31/17. 

 Our goal was 

$6,000.  

Thank you to all 

who gave to help 

spread God’s 

Word through our 

International  

Missionaries!! 

Congratulations to… 

 Curtis & Amy Peters on the birth of a  

daughter, Clara Rose Peters, weighing 7 lbs., 

14 oz., on Sun., Dec. 31, 2017. 

Our love and sympathy go out to… 

 William & Joyce Callis and their family at 

the passing of William’s sister Barbara 

Kemp on Dec. 4, 2017. 

 Ed & Lori Shull and their family at the pass-

ing of Ed’s Uncle Bill Shull on Dec. 14, 

2017. 

 Wendy & Jay Brown and Mark & Mindy 

Brown and their families at the passing of 

Ken Brown (Jay & Mark’s Uncle) on Dec. 

17, 2017. 

 The family & friends of former member 

Anne Downs who passed away Dec. 21, 

2017. 
——————————————————————————————————————————————————————- 

Dear MBC brothers & sisters, 

   Thank you so much for your prayers, cards, 

food gifts and flowers while I have been recov-

ering from my knee surgery. It’s so great to be 

back, seeing you all just in time for Christmas! 

  Thanks again, Arleen Allen 

Mission News 

marriage, inspiration, 

action, and yes, ro-

mance. There is a 

nice selection of used 

Bibles too that have 

been donated over the 

years. If you need 

one, by all means, 

take one. If you have 

extras, leave them in 

the library, and if you 

want your name on it, 

just leave a note. If 

you have a type of 

book you would like 

to see in our library, 

please let me know. 

If you do not know 

who I am, leave a 

note on the podium in 

the classroom/library, 

and I will do my best 

to fulfill your request. 

If you have any ideas 

of how to improve 

the library in any 

way, please let me 

know. 

Your new librarian, 

    In His Service, 

 Ron Mallon 

 Date         9:00  10:00  11:00 

12/03/17                     93       112 
12/10/17                   102       114 
12/17/17                   125       134 
12/24/17             157       119 
 Christmas Eve Service— 94 
12/31/17              85       114 

Church Attendance-Dec. 2017 

dren’s Hospital of the King’s Daugh-

ters.  The ladies of different churches 

are making caps and lap rugs for the 

children who are undergoing treatment 

there. 

Looking ahead to February, we will 

observe our "Focus on WMU" month. 

 Submitted, 

 Tee Mallon, WMU Director..... 

Happy Month of January! 

We had a busy December.  Our WMU 

meeting started with prayer, praying for 

Missionaries, and others who were brought 

up needing prayer.  We delivered six fruit 

baskets and visited with some of the shut-

ins which was a real blessing for all.  We 

also delivered two boxes of cookies to the 

nursing homes and visited with Betty Lewis 

and Barbara Buchanan. 

Thank you, church family, for bringing in 

shelf food for Hands Across Mathews, and 

paper products for Social Services. 

Homemade pumpkin pies were delivered to 

various service organizations around 

Mathews. 

We are still collecting yarn for the Chil-


